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The Canyon Soil Conservation District
looking to recruit Soil Conservation Techni-

£ = cian position & searching for candidates.
ly this See Job Announcement below.
fse... Soil Conservation Technician, limited to a max-

imum of 30 hours per week @ $20.00 per

Board of Supervisors ........... 2 hour, no benefits. Must have agricultural expe-
USDA open by phone appoint.  HENCE €qual to @ GS-7 rating and valid driver's
MICNL. oo oeveomoreereersesre e o license. Duties include scheduling and con-
ducting engineering surveys for soil and water
CSCD No-Till Drill .............. 3 conservation practices and provide onsite as-

sistance to landowners. Makes initial contact
with landusers to collect data for conservation
Western Idaho Ag Expo.......4  plans. Also provide planning assistance for
USDA programs. Assists with conservation
planning and engineering design for the State
2020 Stewardship Theme......5 319 program. Assists with District outreach ac-
tivities. Submit a resume to Canyon Soil Con-
servation District email at
REHDD GG o o 8  Lori.Kent@id.nacdnet.net or mail to Canyon
Soil Conservation District, 2208 E. Chicago,
Suite A, Caldwell, Idaho 83605. Call Lori Kent
at 208-779-3443 (direct) for more information.
This vacancy announcement closes on May 1,
Quote: 2020. Candidates must be a U.S. citizen to
“Happiness doesn’t  qualify for this position. Thisgosition, programs
result fromwhatwe  and services of the Canyon Soil Conservation

New Soil Conservationist......3

Division Ill Spring Meeting...... 4

Kid’'s Connection ................ 6

get, but from what District are offered on a nondiscrimination ba-

we give.” sis without regard to race, color, national
origin, religion, gender, age, disability, and

By: Ben Carson family status.

2208 E. Chicago, Suite A e Caldwell, Idaho 836054475 e (208) 454-8684



Page 2

Your Canyon SCD

Supervisors:
Mike Swartz, Chairman
Robert McKellip, Vice Chair
David Dixon, Sec./Treas.
Mike Somerville, Supervisor
Rex Runkle, Supervisor

Associate Supervisors:
Tom Johnson
Rich Sims
Matt Livingood

District Staff:
Lori Kent,
Administrative Assistant
Outreach
Vacant
Soil Conservation
Technician

NRCS Staff:
Amie Miller
District Conservationist
Erin Brooks
Soil Conservationist
Technician
Josh Chapman
Soil Conservation
Technician
Martin Pena
Civil Engineering
Technician
Bobby Hilton
Civil Engineering
Technician
Rich Sims
Earth Team Volunteer

District board meetings are held the
first Thursday after the first Tuesday
of each month. Meetings are open
to the public. Call the office for exact
times.

All programs and services of the
Canyon Soil Conservation District
are offered on a nondiscriminatory
basis without regard to race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, age,
disability, marital or familial status
and political beliefs.

Canyon SCD Website
https://
www.canyonsoilconservation.
org

USDA Continues Conservation Planning and
Programs for America’s Farmers
and Ranchers

NRCS Services Available by Phone Appointment Only

USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
field offices are open by phone appointment only until further notice,
and NRCS staff are available to continue to provide one-on-one,
customer-specific advice to producers to help them meet their
unique conservation and business goals.

All USDA Service Centers, including those NRCS field offic-
es, are not currently accessible to customers in person.

NRCS staff are working with customers through phone, mail
and online communications, and field work continues with appropri-
ate social distancing to help producers with conservation planning
and financial assistance through Farm Bill programs.

“Our team is here to work with you, and we are looking at
every possible option and flexibility to support the conservation
needs of America’s farmers and ranchers,” said NRCS Chief Mat-
thew Lohr. “We want to continue our customer assistance while al-
so taking precautionary measures to help prevent the spread of
coronavirus.”

NRCS offers year-round continuous signup for its Farm Bill
programs such as the Environmental Quality Incentives Program,
Conservation Stewardship Program and the Agricultural Conserva-
tion Easement Program. Call respective NRCS field offices about
sign up and application submission options.

Additionally, NRCS continues projects with partners, includ-
ing universities, local and state governments, tribes, nonprofits, and
others. NRCS will continue to award projects and to call for pro-
posals for the Regional Conservation Partnership Program, Conser-
vation Innovation Grants and the Voluntary Public Access and Hab-
itat Incentive Program.

Online services are available to customers with an eAuth
account, which provides access to the farmers.gov portal where
producers can view USDA farm loan information and payments and
view and track certain USDA program applications and payments.
Customers who do not already have an eAuth account can enroll at
farmers.gov/sign-in. Online NRCS services are available to custom-
ers through the Conservation Client Gateway link which can be
found at www.nrcs.usda.gov. Customers can track payments, re-
port completed practices, request conservation assistance and
electronically sign documents.

For the most current updates on available services and Ser-
vice Center contact information, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Mission:

The Canyon Soil Conservation District is committed to providing quality

leadership, information, education, technical assistance and financial
assistance for the conservation and wise use of natural resources.
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Canyon Soil Conservation District to Purchase an NO-Till DRILL

Canyon SCD applied for a 319 grant and was awarded. Canyon SCD Supervisors are happy
to announce you will be able to rent/lease their No-Till Drill. Canyon SCD will be picking the drill up
from the dealership the first or second week of April 2020. The drill is a 2020 Great Plains Model
1206NT, 12 feet wide. There will be more details of the contact information, rental cost and location of
the drill.

Financial Benefits of No-Till Drills
Add grazing value of $150 per acre by using cover crops as a feed source
Reduce or eliminate the need to till
Save on fuel and labor costs by reducing the number of passes through the field with tilling
Reduce the wear and tear on equipment
Plant crops earlier due to fewer ground preparation requirements
No-till drills save around $100 per acre for each crop planted based off fuel and labor savings
Soil Management
o Growing diverse crops increases the soil organic matter and biodiversity, which increase the water
-holding capacity.
o Cover crops provide nutrients for cash crops, suppress weeds and reduce erosion from wind and
water. Adding legumes into your rotation fixes nitrogen into the soil.
e By reducing disturbance in soil, organic matter remains in the soil that improves plant health and
increases water retention.
1R s
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Meet Our New Soil Conservationist

Hello everyone, my name is Josh Chapman and I've recently
started as a Soil Conservationist here in the Caldwell Field Office
with the Natural Resources Conservation Service. | started work-
ing in agriculture with the Wadena County Soil and Water Con-
servation District in Minnesota where my primary job was irriga-
tion management, well monitoring, and shoreline restoration on
lakes. Following my time in Minnesota | started an internship as a
college student with the NRCS and worked my first season in
Idaho at the Salmon Field Office and the Grangeville office the
following year. | studied soil science at Humboldt State University
in northern California and took a permanent position with the
NRCS in Weiser in 2017. | am passionate about soil health and
promoting our natural resources and know that many of the pro-
ducers here in Canyon County are as well. I’'m looking forward to
the summer and familiarizing myself with you all and the area.
Although very similar to the counties | have worked in before,
Canyon County is unique in many of its crops grown and | look
forward to the opportunity to work with the diversity of production
we have here in the Treasure Valley.
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Annual Western Idaho Ag Expo

Canyon Soil Conservation District (CSCD), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
and Farm Service Agency (FSA) partnered together with educational displays and brochures.
This is a great way to reach out and inform landowners, students and general public the im-
portance of conservation and our natural resources. There were 233 people who stopped at the
one stop shop for information.

*kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk

Spring Division Il Meeting

Weiser Soil Conservation District (WSCD) hosted the Spring Division Ill Meeting in Weiser at
Judy’s Restaurant on February 25th. There were 40 people who attended the meeting.

Sean Maloney, Weiser River Soil Conservation District Vice Chair-
man, welcomed the group, flag salute and introductions where
made.

Art Beal, Squaw Creek Soil & Water Conservation District Supervi-
sor reported on Watershed Management, partnership agencies re-
ports were shared and Soil Conservation Districts/Soil & Water Con-
servation Districts reported on their conservation activities.

Russell Schiermeier, Bureau Soil Conservation District Supervisor,
of Schiermeier Farms reported to the group he is doing a farm con-
version. We call it “On Farm Solar Energy” where the solar panels
are being utilized to feed his irrigation systems. We have a lot of
commercial energy in the area; solar, hydro, & wind turbines, so it’s
progressive for “On Farm”. The investment into On Farm Solar has
provided him a savings up to 70% of his annual irrigation pumping
cost. (find article in Progressive Farmer/December 2019).
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“Where Would We BEE Without
Pollinators?” Coming Events . . .

2020 Conservation Stewardship Theme

Due to no public access to

Pollinators form the foundations USDA Buildings/stay at home
of a healthy and sustainable fu- order — meetings will be held
ture for food and the environ- %__ remotely until further notice.
ment, but in recent years, they © o )

have shown concerning signs of - i District Board Meeting
decline. It's important that we Where would e Fo(r:(r)nn(;creeﬁrr:?oerrg:tlilon
work to help them prosper by en " 4 contact 208-779.3443

hancing native pollinator habitats
and protecting against pollinator
decline. Soil stewardship calls for g
each person to help conserve i
precious resources. April 26 to
May 3, 2020 is Soil and Water

9 April 9
May 7
June 4

o

Lower Boise River Watershed

Stewardship Week. W‘e,ése?(rxﬂgég:gp

High School students and individual students can enter the Cz%rtgc?léeog]j‘?;rg%t:&%

Speech Contest to be held Friday, September 25, 2020, 1-:00 to 3:00 PM

at 4:00 PM at the Canyon Soil Conservation District April 9

(SCD) office. A letter, application, and rules will be distrib- June 11

uted to local high schools or you may contact Canyon

SCD for forms at (208) 779-3443 (LOFI) Natural Resources Camp
_ _ Central Idaho 4H Camp

Fifth and sixth graders can enter the Poster Consents to Ketchum, Idaho

be held Monday, October 5, 2020 at the Canyon SCD June 22-27

office. Canyon SCD furnishes poster board to schools or

individual students not involved in classroom activities. A Canyon County Fair

letter and rules will be distributed to local elementary/ Caldwell Fair Grounds

middle schools or you may contact the Canyon office for July 23-26

more information and poster board at (208) 779-3443

(Lori). Canyon SCD Speech Contest

Caldwell Field Office

Exploring Idaho’s natural resources including soil, water, September 25

wildlife, rangeland and forests is what campers will be

learning at the Natural Resources Camp (NRC) held in Canyon SCD Poster Contest

Ketchum, Idaho June 22-27, 2020. Students must be 12- Caldwell Field Office

14 years old to apply. Teachers are also encourage to get October 5

their credits through the University of Idaho by attending

the Natural Resources Camp. Canyon SCD is offering Earth Day
scholarships (limited amount) to students to attend the Nat- April 22, 2020
ural Resource Camp in Ketchum from June 22-27,
2020. You may contact Canyon SCD for forms at (208) 779 Arbor Day
-3443 (Lori) or visit University of Idaho Extension website April 24, 2020
at: www.uidaho.edu/extension/natural-resource-camp.
Continued on page 6
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“Where Would We BEE Without Pollinators?”
M, //Il&dlf’iz o Pollinator Facts & How to Help

o Pollinators help pollinate more than 1,200 crops. That means that 1 out of every 3 bites of food
you eat depends upon pollinators!

e Pollinators help feed us and help clothe us!

o Bigleaf Maple spring flowers are a favorite for bees, and the same tree can simultaneously pro-
duce both male and female flowers.

o Recognize the pollinators and pollinator habitats that are already on your property.

e Adapt existing production and land management practices to avoid causing undue harm to the
pollinators already present.

e Provide habitat for native pollinators on and around the farm.

e Provide undisturbed habitat by focusing on areas that are not farmed, Including:

**Unused land around fields, buildings, and service yards
**Areas more difficult to farm, such as edges of ditches, ponds and riparian
areas, on hills, or around utility poles.

e Management of irrigation to preserve ground-nesting pollinators. By using drip or spray irrigation
instead of folding, producers can avoid drowning ground-nesting pollinators and larvae. Irrigating
can also be performed at night to minimize interference with bee activity.

« Minimize tillage to protect existing pollinator nests. By tilling shallow or using no-till agriculture,
disturbance of nest sites can be avoided. For example, producers found three times more polli-
nators on squash and pumpkin farms that practice no-till agriculture than that of tilled farms.

o Active land management to provide nesting sites for pollinators, including:

**Creating patches of bare ground within perennial plantings (a range of
native plants blooming at different times during the spring, summer & fall).
**Leaving dead wood and standing snags, drilling holes in dead wood, and
putting out trap nests for twig nesting pollinators.
**Providing a sand-loam mix for ground-nesting pollinators.
**Putting out bumble bee nest boxes buried or above ground.
e Choose appropriate pesticides and apply pesticides selectively

e Convert some or all fields to organic production and keep in mind that some organic insecticides
can be harmful to pollinators.

o Native plantings are preferred. Native grasses along with planting blocks of flowering forb spe-
cies can provide foraging sites for native pollinators and honeybees.

*kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk .
Continued from page 5

The lIdaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts (IASCD) sponsors the Idaho Envirothon
for high school teams to be held this year on April 27th and 28th, 2020 at The Living
Water’s Ranch in Challis, Idaho. The overall goal of the Envirothon is to promote natural
resource education in a manner that succeeding generations will be environmentally literate,
with the skills and knowledge to make informed decisions regarding the environment. The
Idaho Envirothon is a hands-on environmental problem solving competition for high school
aged students in Idaho. Participating teams complete training and testing in five natural re-
source categories: Soils/Land Use, Aquatic Ecology, Forestry, Wildlife, and the current issue
for 2020 “Water Resource Management: Local Control and Local Solutions” (provided
by North American Envirothon). If your school would like to have a team contact IASCD at
(208) 895-8928 and ask for Benjamin Kelly, Lori Kent at (208) 779-3443 or see new website
at www.idahoenvirothon.weebly.com.
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ARETAIL & WHOLESALE GROWER OF Phone (208) 466-3541
208.467.5106 | McSOD.com

ol §Agri-Lines\ BENNETT CONST.
Itk v IRRIGATION INC! CO., INC- il
4 | =
T N1 Call for a quote!! - //’
— - cton, Idaho
(208)722'5121 v’ - P Middlcton, Idah
ZIMMAT’C www.agri-lines.com YL “We pour new and fix old.
T BYLNDSAY i ’_‘:"‘;55 Call us for all your irrigation needs.”
Modern solutions for your irrigation needs | °73-4300
al/ne Layne of Idahao, Inc.
THE AMALGAMATED @E I-84, Exil 35 - Nampa, Idaho
SUGAR COMPANY Mo
- Chris Salazar Irrigation P
M C K E L L I P % Pure & Natural Si ugar (c)208-318-4603 "}?f ,'::?ga:omnps
; (p)208-466-7376 Systems
AN SOD FARM Stnce 1897 (7)208-466-5078 T 1 sares & Service
sales@layneofidaho.com Videos & Testing

é Northwest Advertise

Your trusted source. With
- Real Estate Financing
- Operating Lines of Credit Canyon SCD

- Crop Insurance’

208.468.1600 | northwestfcs.com

Here to Help You Grow™

Agua

rrigation

Serving agriculture's DRIP irrigation needs
aquairr.com
Locally owned and operated with 14 years combined irrigation design experience!
Kasey Garrett Corby Garvett CID
208-350-0563 208-250-7207

26300 Sand Rd. Parma, (D

SALELY SWN

Advertise Interwest Supply
b . 20488 Pinto L. Caldwell, Idaho 83607
Your f)outlherfn Idaho PreCISIOH With Phonen (20?3) 4583-91 55 °
For allyour irrigation needs
PLANTING i i
Pivots, Linears, 7
Mark Jensen cell (208) 965-7809 Canyon SCD VAUSYY K Line, Wheelines,
mark@sagelysown.com office (208) 495-3178 Handlines & PVC
www.sagelysown.com
: ; Thank you for
Advertise Advertise J .y. f
. adverfisin
With With Vorusing
C SCD with the
Canyon SCD anyon

Canyon Soil
Conservation District.
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Easter Surprise Cupcakes

/64//;” (.ﬁ/ PR by all recipes.com (Maggie) W‘

-
r‘ -,

2 4 cups all-purpose flour % cup white sugar W 4
2 /2 teaspoons baking powder 2 eggs j 5o
1 teaspoon salt 1 teaspoon vanilla extract S

2/3 cup margarine, softened 1 Y cups milk m
1 cup brown sugar 24 small chocolate eggs,

Unwrapped

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease 24 muffin cups or use paper lin-
ers. Sift together the flour, baking powder and salt. Set aside.

2. In a large bowl, cream together the margarine, brown sugar, and white sugar until light and
fluffy. Beat in the eggs one at a time, then stir in the vanilla. Beat in the flour mixture alternate-
ly with the milk, mixing just until incorporated. Fill each muffin cup 1/3 full and place a choco-
late egg in the center of each. Top with remaining batter until cups are 2/3 full.

3. Fill each muffing cup 1/3 full and place a chocolate egg in the center of each. Top with re-
maining batter until cups are 2/3 full.

4. Bake in preheated oven for 18 to 20 minutes, or until golden brown, and top springs back
when lightly tapped.

You may frost and top with jelly beans, coconut or sprinkles

g?)::)slce)pvgtoign District il
2208 E. Chicago, Suite A U'z'APL%?,\T,/;fE TQ'D
Caldwell, Idaho 83605 PERMIT NO. 65

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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